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Division 20: Goldfields–Esperance Development Commission, $1 634 000 — 

Mr A.P. O’Gorman, Chairman. 

Mr B.J. Grylls, Minister for Regional Development and Lands. 

Mr R.W. Hicks, Chief Executive Officer.  

[Witness introduced.] 

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Riverton.  

Dr M.D. NAHAN: I refer to page 278 and the heading “Significant Issues Impacting the Agency”. The first dot 
point on page 279 states that there has been a resurgence and renewed confidence in the resources industry, 
particularly gold, nickel, uranium and iron ore sectors within the region. Can the minister please outline the 
status of some of these projects? I am particularly interested in the status of the Ravensthorpe nickel operation 
now that it has been purchased by a Canadian company. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I thank the member for Riverton. I am more than happy to have my local expert from the 
goldfields, Robert Hicks, outline that. 

Mr R.W. Hicks: The Ravensthorpe nickel operation has been sold by BHP, and a company called First 
Quantum Minerals Ltd has taken over that responsibility. We have engaged with it on a number of occasions. It 
is fairly cautious about making too much public at this stage. It is taking a cautious approach in the development 
of that project. It has reinvigorated the Hopetoun–Ravensthorpe area. I understand from press cuttings and other 
sources that there is a new vigour in the real estate market in Hopetoun. We are confident that that project will 
get up and running, and things are looking positive there. It has been good for the Ravensthorpe–Hopetoun area.  

[4.10 pm] 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: What sort of time horizon are they looking at? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The question was about the time lines for First Quantum Minerals Ltd to get the project up 
and running again. Robert Hicks will be best placed to answer that question. 

Mr R.W. Hicks: As with all things, it is difficult to know what those time lines are, but the suggestion is mid to 
late 2011. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


